OBJECTIONS - T0 HAWAL

Opponents to Annexation Have the

Floor in the Senate and
Present Arguments.

DECLARE AGAINST IMPERIALISM

1

Mr. White (Dem., Cal.,) Presented a

Statement from the Japanese Min-
ister Which Caused a Sensa-
tion Among Senators.

WASHINGTON, June 21.~Almost imme-

" diately after the Senate convened to-day the

. resolution for the annexation of Hawail was

laid before it. Pending its conslderation, Mr.

' ROACH, (Dem., N. D.,) who had been quoted

|

,receiving such a document as that, if it be

in a Washington paper as favorable to the

annexation of Hawail, rose to a question of

personal privilege. He said he had not

made the statement attributed to him, and,

“as a matter of fact, was opposed, and al-

ways had been, to the annexation of Hawalii.

Mr. MITCHELL (Dem., Wis.,) delivered a |
speech in opposition to annexation. In the .

course of his address he declared that the
Nation just now was shorn of its judgment.

The effort to establish our Government-in !
the Far East and the adoption of a policy |
' of imperialism was evidence of that. He

thought the seizure of Hawaii would remove

" all doubt as to our land-grabbing intentions.

He declared that the annexation project
was a clumsy cover for the sugar magnates,
from -around the edges of which the sac-

' charine juice dripped to the advantage of all

who cared to avail themselves of il

At the conclusion of Mr. Mitchell's speech |
Mr, WHITE, (Dem., -Cal.,) the leader of the .
opponents of annexation, took the floor.
. A call for a quorum by Mr. JONES (Dem,, |
- Ark.,) developed the presence of sixty-one |

Senators.

Mr. WHITE, in beginning, maintained
that the question pending was not only of
vital importance, but the issues presented
with it deserved and ought to have the care-
ful consideration of all. Some, he thought,

had been carried away by the excitement -

of the moment, and had been swept along

by existing conditions. ¢ But,” said he, “if

this body is impotent carefully to consider
this question, it has failed of its purpose,

it has responded not to the idea of the

framers of the Constitution.”
Mr. WHITE ventured the opinion that it

would not hasten consideration of the Ha- |
waiian question that, in the Senate, no rea-

sons were to be assigned for action upon it.

He declared that while territory had been |

acquired by treaty, in no case had terri-
tory been acquired by such a monstrous
piece of * folly and contradlction' as was
the pending resolution. The resolution, he
said, declared there had been a _cession
which Congress was to * accept, ratify, and

confirm,” He demanded to know what ces- |

sion had been made, and what lawver in
the Senate would state that there had been
a cession. He maintained there had been
no cession, as there could not have been.
without the concurrence of both parties.

Cession of Hawaii Not Complete,

“1I would be ashamed of this Senate,”
declared Mr., WHITE, ‘“if it should pass
the pending resolution containing such a
contradiction of terms; I would be ashamed
of the Senate if it should adopt 2 declara-
tion of a cession that had never existed as
a faet.”

He then entered upon an extended dis-
cussion of the annexation of Texas, quoting
from authorities on Constitutioal law and
from the speeches delivered in Congress
upon that question.

Referring to the possibility of annexation
of the Hawaiian Islands by Executive ac-

tion, Mr. WHITE contended that the Execu-
tive would be justified in taking possession

of foreign territory only as an aet of war
and only from the enemy. Mr. WHITE gave
some attention to the possibility of the
Hawalian Islands becoming a State of the
Union in case of their acquisition, and con-
gratulated the country upon the fact that
no one had been found to contend for this
right. He characterized the conditions on
the island as ‘ a heterogenous compound
of manifest inefficiency.” '

He contended that there were other ques-
tions than the annexation of Hawaii in-
volved in the present discussion. He re-
ferred to the assertion that the American
flag when once unfurled in a country could
not be taken down, and said whether this
was true must depend upon the circum-

stances under which it was raised. It must
depend upon whether it is justly or un--
justly raised. If planted as a result of

uncalled for invasion and in a spirit of con-

quest and of rapine and murder, it could

not be maintained, but if planted on foreign
so0il under proper and patriotic ecircum-
stances it must be maintained there, if to
do so should cost the country its greatest
strength, its most powerful effort, and the
best blood of the Nation.

Mr. WHITE read among other things an
elucidation of the Monree doctrine, angd
then said: “ In this mad race for power, in
this mad race for conquest of territory, let
us consider most carefully the doctrine of
Monroe. It is idle for Senators to say we
must extend our dominion all over the
world. In enunciating the Monroe doctrine
we declared we desired no interference of
European powers with affairs in this hem-
isphere, but by those who framed that doc-
trine it was in contemplation that we our-
selves had no intention to interfere with
the territorial possessions outside of thig
hemisphere.

“ The acquisition of the Hawaiian Islands
would be the entering wedge of that im-
perialistic policy which is as foreign to the

purpos:s in view wnen this Government

was organized as are the purposes of the
most despotlc Government on earth to our
system.”

Japanese Minister’s Objections.

In the course of his speech, Mr. WHITE

hagd read by the Clerk a protest of the Jap-
anese Minister to this country against the
arguments and conclusions of the Foreign

Relations Committee as presented in its re- |
port on the Hawaiian treaty. The particu-

lar object of the Minister’s criticisms was
the statements of the committee concern-

ing the purpose of the Japanese Govern-?

ment to interfere in Hawaijlan affairs. Ag

the Clerk was about completing the reading
of the document, Mr. MORGAN (Dem., Ala.,)
rose and inaignantly commented upon such
a criticism of the Senate Committee. He
declared tha. no foreign Minister had any

right to send to the Senate such an attack

upon Senators,

Mr. WHITE said the Minister had not
sent the document to the Senate. He had
%I_‘Ol.lg‘ht it himself and had adopted it as

is own,

“Is it an official paper?” inquired Mr. |

MORGAN.

‘It has been filed,” replied Mr, WHITE,
" I have presented it here and have used it
as a par: of my remarks. It is apposite ang

relevant to the conclusions of the Commit- ;

tee on Foreign Relations.”

“Is it an official paper?” persisted Mr, i

MORGAN. “1I ask for information.”
Mr. WHITE declined to say whether or
not it was official.

“1If it is an official document filed by the '
Japanese Minister to this country,” de-
cilared Mr, MORGAN, “it is a very seri- |

ous and very outrageous assault upon the
privileges of the Senate.”

Mr WHITE said there was nothing mys-
terious about the paper, and it did not in-
fringe upon the rights of the Senate. |

“1 am calling the report of the commit-
tee into question and criticising it, as I
have a right to do. If it is not a copy of

an authentic document, the argument is
good, and I adopt it.”

“T do not object,” said Mr. MORGAN, |

““ to the Senator making use of any materia]
he desires. I do object to what I consider
the wrong of the Department of State in |

an official paper.”

1 do not say the document was certified |
to by the Japanese Minister,” said Mr.
WHITE, “but I have understood that it
was filed.” d

“ With the Secretary of State?' again in-
quired Mr. MORGAN,

“I have said all I care to say about it,”
replied Mr. WHITE.

* Well, what I complain of,” continued
Mr. MORGAN, “is that the Secretary of
State should permit to be filed in his office
a, paper imputing to a committee of this
body ignorance at least, and perhaps worse
—prevarication. I regret we have come

upon a time wnen other departments of
the Government will permit such criticisms, |
which is incisive if not outrageous, upon the
Senate of the United States.” |
At 4:30 P. M. the Hawalian resolution was |
laid aside, Mr., WHITE having spoken for |

three and & half hours and not having con-
cluded. -
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