December 1, 1949

Mre Andre Fressinet, Oeneral Secretary
Trade Union Internastional of

Seamen, Inland Waterways Workers
Fishermen and Port Workers

5, Place de la Joliette

Margsellle, France

Dear Brother:

We have your special delivery letter dated November 26, and must
first ask to be excused for our failure to reply earlier and give
the infamation asked for in previous correspondence. Our baaic dif-
ficulty has been a tremendous work load and a number of strike
altuations which were developing so rapidly as to require the con-
timed attention of both Brother Bridges and myself, at most times
away from headquarters.

Let me first try to give you a round-up of union developments;

As you know, at the time of the maritime conference in Marseille,
the strice of the Hawaiian longshoremen was still in progress.
This strike was finally ended on Dctober 23, after 178 days of
umremitting struggle. The workers won a smashing victory, in
spite of themost complete mobilization of employer and government
attack that any strike has undergone.

To specifify some of the moves made tu break the strike, the fole
lowing are some examples: The newspeapers and radio in Hawaii

and most organizations, such as the Chambers of Commerce, etce,
under the control of the employers (the infamous Big Five) in Hawaii,
carried on an unrelenting attack against the union and its leader-
Bhip’

When the strike had been in prog-ess thirty days the Governor of
Hawaii,who is an appointed governor and viciously anti-labor, pro-
posed the egtablishment of a so-called fact-finding board, whose
recommendations would not be binding and whose composition would
be anti=labor and under the control of the Governor. This was

rejected by a vote of over 90% through a secret ballot of the
striking workers.

When the strike had been in progress some 50 days the Governor

arbitrarily appointed a fact-finding board, in gpite of the ob~-
Jections of the union. The board condusted.its hearings and made

-
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recomnendations which were contrary to the wishes of the union,
and there followed an unprecedented campaign of propaganda and
pressure in an attempt to force the union to bend and accept thme
recomnendations.

The Governor of the Territory, the Assistant Governor, the Presi -
dent of the United States, the Secretary of State, Krug, Chambers
of Commerce of Hawaii, the Philippine Consulate and the Catholic
Church all urged acceptance of the fact~finding recommendationse
Daring this period every effort was made by the employers to keep
up. mass hysteria against the strikers, including the picketing of
the union offices by a so-called “women's brigadej made up of the
wives of the executives and wealthy people of Hawaii., In spite

of all this pressure, the membership, under the supervised secreb
ballot election, voted by almost 0% to reject the recommendations
of the fact-finding board and eorinue the strike. By that time

the strike had already been underway for 60 days.

There followed thereafter a series of strike-hreaking moves in
the form of the establishment of scab stevedoring companies, the
diversion of shipas from the Easst Coast to Hawali, provacation of
riots and arrests of strikers by the hndreds. The ranks still
held firm and the strike contimed,

Barly in August the Governor of Hawaii convened a special session
of the Territorial Legislature and they passed a series of laws
providing for the seizure of the docks and for Government atrike-
breaking operations, The entire apparatus of the Government was .
used to recruit strike~breakers and work the ships, with the owrers
guaranteed their profits. The strike breakers were paid the old
rate of pay. They attempted to outlaw all picketing. They de-
clared it a violation of law, subject to arrest and imprisonment,
for ‘anyone to supporf the strikers in any way or to give them any
encouragement or financial assistance., Many complicated court
::;;.les ensued, Ir apite of these attacks the men s ti11l held

The next step taken by the shipowners was anattempt to force the
West Coast stevedores to handle cargo for Hawaii. This they re-
fused to do and a series of injunctions was secured by the ship-
owners urder the Taft-Hartlay Law to try to compel the West Coast
longshoremen to act as strike-breakers. In this regard, a situa-
tion arose almost identical with that which prevailed in London
when the London dockers supported the Canadian seamen. A barge-
load of scab pineapple was hauled to the West Coast and workers
throughout the Nortwest refused to work this cargo and the
repeated efforts to hail the barge -into some port where it would
be unloaded all failed. Finally, the harge was taken to a little river
port, almost 200 miles from the ocean above the locks of some dams
end in the very foothills of the Cascade mountains. Even there,
the attempt to unload the barge met with failure, although violence
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was provoked by the employers, and thers are presently 2l members
of our union under criminal indictment on charges of rioting, etce.

J
After more than five months of striling and the attempts of the
powerful shipowners t¢ break the Hawail strike by every know weamn
and some new ones of their invention, they finally realized that
the union would not crack and then steps were taken which finally
Jed to a settlement and a tremendous victory on the part of the
workerse The agreement calls for ar increase of 21¢ an hour, 1h¢
payable on return to work and 7¢ effective March 1, 1950, with
the agreement to cxpire June 15, 1951, which is the expiration date
of the agreement of the West Coast longshoremen and other maritime
unionse ‘

All strikers were returned to work and all strike breakers hired

by the employers or by the govermment were discharged. Shortly

after the strikers returned to work an attempt was made to hire

some individuals who had worked as strike-breakers for the territorial
govermment. When this occurred the entire membership walked off

the job in Honolulu and these strike-breakers were fired and as-
surances given that there would be no further attempts of this

kinde

Throughout the entire strike not a pound of cargo moved from any

West Cozst port to Hawaii, except such relief cargo as had been

- agreed to by the union. We had an excellent demonstration of
Internatiohal support when the Australian ship,therraﬁa, and the

Australian seamen refused to put into Honolulu unless they were

sure that they would not have to stay on board ship while the

ship was worked by strike-breakerse

The new basic wage of the Hawaiian Longshoremen is $1.5L an hour
and shall become $1.61 an hour on Mareh 1, All work at night

and on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays is paid for at the rate of
1} times the basic rate. A copy of the agreement is enclosed
with the amendments on wages and the expiration date as noted

in this letter.

I should be borne in mind that a large section o f the members

in Hawaii are Filipinos and Japanesej consequently, the word of
this victory over the feudal and colonial empire of the Big Five
will hare its impact,and benefit the organization of labor in the .
Philippines and Japan. ’

Racial solidarity throughout the strike was complete and unbrokens

. As a result of this victory and the set-back to the union-smashing
plans of the Hawaii employers,we are now in theprocess of negotiad—
ing improvements and an extension of ghe agreement for all sugar
workers of the Hawaiian Islandse We expect that these negotlations
will bear fruit shortly.
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While the strike in Hawaii was going on, thers was also a strike
of the Northern California Warehousemen,31so members of our unione
This atrike lasted 110 days and likewise ended in victory.

Another strike which began on September,1 and lasted 72 days was

a strike at Crockett, California, This plant' is owned by the
sugar interests of Hawaii', Immediately following the end of the
Hawalian strike we entered into negotiations for the settlement
of the strike at Crockett and won the finest wage increases of any
union on tlhie mainland of the United States during the year 1949.
The workers secured an increase of 17¢ an hour — 10¢ effective

on return to work and 7¢ to go into effect automatically Septeme
ber 1 of next year, with the contract running to September 1, 1951,
Numerous other guarantees were secured, inecluding a guarantee
that there would be no reduction in the work force during the life
of the contract.

Thege strike activities occupied every bit of the time, energy, strength
and résources of our entire International Union through to the emd

of Gctober., These were crucial battles for the survival of our

union and there was no doubt that the employers in Northern Calif ornia
and the financial interests of the biggest shipping conpany on the

West Coasu, the Matson Company, and the full power of all the

sapleyers uf Hawail were Joined together in a determined effort

to amagh our union. We are happy to report victory on all frontae.

Immedistely following these strikes, we were confronted with the
problems arising out of the sltuation withih Naticnal CIO and the
"rule or be wrecked" policy of the administration of cI1o,

The Comvention of National CIO began October 31, and extended
through November l, in Cleveland, Chio. Pregident Bridges and
other officers of the ILWU had to carry the brunt of the progressive
fight on the floor of the Convention. You have undoubtedly seen
Some of the publicity on the persistent battle of this union for
demacracy in the labor movement on the floor of the CIO Convention,

Under separate co'ver, we are gending the proceedin-s of the first
four days of the Convention, with a notation as to the principle
speeches of Brother Bridges,

Our International Executive Board met on November 10 and 11 and adopted
the enclosed statement of policy on the National CIO attack against
the Union. ’

It is clear, however, that the anti=labop forces in this country
will continue their unrelenting attack to destroy this union and

its lzadership. Beginning November 1l;, which was only a few days
after the end of the CIO Convention, President Bridges, Vice-
President Roberston and International Representative Henry Schmidt
went to trial before the Federal Courts on the charge of conspiracy
to commit perjury. Once again they are trying to imprison and deport
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Bridges. There have been three previous trials on this same issue
and the case went 'as far as the Supreme Court in 1945, which ruled
in favor of Harry Bridges,and thereafter he became a €itizen.

I am enclosing a copy of a pamphlet entitled Why? The Fourth Frame-Up
of H Bridgea which gives the full .story of the casee We feel
sonfident that this frame-up,like the previous ones, will be smashed,
but here, again, the officers, such as President Bridges, are involved
full tine in the trial, considerable expense in putting up a proper
defense is entailed, and the union must organize its entire power

to smagh this frame-up. Beginning with the llith, President Bridges
has been occupied at all times either in the court room or inother
work in connection with the trial,

As you can well tell, our union has been thoroughly occupied and
to put it mildly — rather busy.

To address ourselves to some of the specific questione raised in
yovur letter of November 26 and some previous correspondences

Blographical data on President Bridges was forwarded on September
2nd, in accordance with your request. We made a request of ,March
of Labor that they forward copies to you, but in the event you
haverlt gotten them, a set of the first three issues are on their
waye We have also asked them to send the publication to you regu-
larlys however, the magazine has not been coming out regularly,

Arrangements have been made to send five copies of each issue of
the DISPATCHER to your officees

The calendar of work and the tremendous problems with which our
unicn was confronted explains wiyy it was impossible for Brother
RBridges or any other officer to attend the meeting scheduled October
T by the Maritime Trade Department. During that entire period

and previous to it, boti President Bridges and I were directly
involved every moment of our time in the Hawali longshore strike
and the strike of the Northern California warehousemen,

With reference to the meeting scheduled for Jamuary 1950, we know
now that it will be impossible for President Bridges to attend,
The current court trial will still be going on in Jamuary and fure
ther, as you know, inview of these charges against President Bridges,
he has been refused permission to leave to leave the country. As
to whether any one else will be able to attend still remains

to be seen, although as of this time, it is very doubtful, in
view of the court casc, which will still be going on,and because
three of the officers are compelled to devote all their time to
the trial, and consequently the load on the balance of the of=-
filcers is considerable.

With reference to the printing of the booklet with the rules and
the report on the Marseille conference, as you know, we have already
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printed the appeal in our newspaper, the DISPATCHER, ahd we have
distributed copies of the rules at various meetings of our union.
I am sure that copies of the booklet can be used for effective
distribution.

As to the writing of the introductory text by President Bridges,
this matter will be discussed further with him,in the event you
have not alrsady gone ahead with the printing,to secure his
opinion, in the light of developments within the CIO.

As you can tell from the enclosed statement of policy, we intend

to fight with all our power to stay within CIO and at the sane

time get the CIO owdurn to its founding principles of democracy

in the trade union movement. As to whether we can, urder thege
circumstances, carry our full share of the load, in the building

of the Maritime Federation of the World,remains to be seen.

We are fighting to secure permission from CIO to continue affiliation
with the Maritime Pederation of the World. W e still don't know

what will be the outcome of this struggle.

There have been numerous developments in the maritime industry,
particularly in the NMU in the past month. There is a wholesale
revolt against the dictatorship and high-handed contirol by Curran,
President of the NMU, At the moment, Curran is in cor{krol of
the nationdl héadquarters with the help of the New York police.
He is attempting a whol.esale expulsion of anyone who disagrees with
his policy. All of the New York officers have been suspended.
The rank and file is fighting back and one of the issues raised
by the rank and file is affiljation with the Maritime Federation
of the Worlde I will %ry to secure a full report for you as

to just what is happening in the National Maritime Union.

Because of the tremendous work load of the International, and
the developments which called for considerable attention to

the CIO Convention and the court trial of Hsrry Bridges which

_ £ollowed immediately thereafter, it was impossible for us to
gend a representative to the conference in Pekin, China. The
Executive Board of the Iniernational did vote to send greetings
to the conference., We had already notified Brother Saillant

of the sitution which in all probability would make it impossible
for us o send a delegate. '

Hoping this supplies the information you want, and sasuring you
that we will try to keep you informed thereafter, I am , with
.warmest fraternal greetings,

Louls Goldblatt
Secretary-~Treasurer

LGsgh
uopwa-3 i-cio
Enclosures



