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v
Memorandum tos Bridges
From: Goldblatt

Flease study carefully the attached circular

issued by the Secretary of the Maritime Federation
of the World, Frankly, it's pretty far from some

of the basic documents adopted by the Conference » and
it would seem to me it might not be a bad idea to

send a note indicating our reaction.
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seee 18 a victory over the warmongers,against the realisat
mgngzrous plans.It is at the same time aga eat help given téoghgfwzggiie
g e U.8.5.R. and the ocountries of Popular Democracy towards further
evelopments of their industrial and agricultural production,the improve-
-ment of their gtamdards of living,and the reinforcement of demooratic
progress not only ‘inside thesse countries,but also over the whole world,

gggg:sg the strength of the example given by their superior economio

‘IT IS THEREFORE ON THE BASIS OF THESE FUNDAMENTAL ELEMENT
THAT THE PROBLEM OF THE DEFENCE OF PEACE MUST EE STUDIED AND SOLVED. °

It is through the Union and the struggle of all Sea and
Port workers for the defence of their immediate interests : Wages and con=-
~ditions and through the Union and the Sihruggle of all manual and intellec-
~-tual workers jointly with the other layers of population : youth , women,
artisans,small shopkeepers,peasants etc..-struggling,undeﬂcapitalist
conditions for their own bettement,that a solid barrier can be built up
against the ideological and material preparations for Impérialist War.

This is why the efforts of our class enemy to isolate one
from the other these various layers of population are so great.These efforis
are in direot relation with the importance of the rdle that the various
Merchent Naviéo will have to play in a war,and also in direct relation with
the imminence of the danger of war .Our isolation from the other social
cat¥gories could have a fatal effect,as well for our wages and oconditions
claims as for the defence of Peace.

THE EXAMPLE OF THE OANADIAN SEAMEN'S STRIKE IS RICH IN
LESSONS FOR ALL OF US,AND WE MUST AT ONCE REAP THE BENEFITS OF THESE LESSON

It is the duty of all our affiliated bodies,National and
corporative,to initiate as speedily as possible contacts with the organisa-
-tions représentative of the other. layers of population to build up toge-
-ther on the basis of the ports and Maritime Enterprises of all kind,
(Merchant marine,Fisheries,tugs,River transports,Cargoes handling,Shipping,
Ships! repairs and shipbuiiding etCesetCo.. ;permanent Committees for the
Defence of Peace and Democratic Rigts.These Committees should include,
together with the qualified representatives of various workers' ‘organisa-
-tions,représentatives of the Maritime World,commercial,or industrial who
nave a role to play in the eoonomic and sooial activity of the port,and
who are resolute particens of peace,and prepared to work with us in its
furtherance.

On board the ships,similar committees nust be set up,on the
basis of the Trade-Union,including représentatives of the various union,
where there are several on the same ship,and the various trades (Officers
and men, Deck and Engine-~room,Cooks and Stewards) and also issuing a call
to join to the non-orgented go~men. Such a committee should be built up on
the basis of precise and concrete claims,liable to be sgpported by the
whole orew : Limitation of working hours,number of men in a ocrew,food and
lodgings aboard,Weges etc..etC...

The apgeal sent by the Constitutive Conference of our In-
~ternational Union of Seamen,Rivermen,Fishermen & Port Workers,held in
Merseilles from the ISth to the I8th. July I949 is an exoellent basis for
the coming together of all Workers of the Sea and Ports.

T4t ie necessary that this Appeal,which is now between the
nands of all Affiliated Bodies,should be widely broadcasted,not onlyeeece.
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sopsessanonggst the members of our organisations,but ESPEOIALLY AMONG SEAMEN
& PORT WORKERS BELONGING TO ORGANISATION WHOSE iEAPERS ARE HOSTILE TO THE
W.F.T.U. AND TO OUR INTERNATIONAL UNION.

This appeal shovla render easier wunity on a trade basis
aboard ships and in every port,between workers of the sea and the ports,
whatever politiocal,philosophical,religious, race or trade wunion tendenecy
they belong to,as long &s they are not indifférent to the problems of peace
or weryand the problems o their own wages and conditions claims. °

This is why we ask you to kesp us informed of whichever ini-
~tlative you will have taken in that direction,so that your own efforts
will, through the strength of exzemple,help other organisations towards
golving the problem of working olass unity,and help them to find the best
form of aotion for every situation,country,port,enterprises or ship.

Our organisation have,o?khe basis of the above linesg,and
the décisions of the Milano Oongress of the WeF.T.U, all freedom of

initiativeb in théir as*’on towards the aims of WORLD PEACE which are the
nain pursuit of the W.F.T.U. and the World Congress of Partisans of Peace.

World Peace is the task of the moment,and all oeganisations
of the people must attach themselves to its success.

We are relying on you,Comrades,so that the workers of the
Sea end Ports will fullfil that sesored task with hardihoud and firmess.

We are sending to you all,Dear Comrades and friends,our
brotherly salute.

Becrétary
International Union of Seamen

& Dockers.



I L e AUG 30 1349

. 1 )
‘ INTERNATIONLL- UNION = OF ~'SELMEN, RIVERMEN,FT '
; ~ """ "IND PORT WORKERS. ) FLSHEREN
S (International Départment-of-the F.S.M:)
Départment- .
Provisional fiddress : 5 Place de la Joliette - MARSEILLE
. - ' (Franoce) ; 3 .

Ciroular Letter N° I . " Marseilles le'25th :Lfﬁﬁﬁ I949

T0 ALL AFFILIATED ORGANTSLTIONS.

Dear Comrades, R

The Second World Congress of the W.F.T.U. has placed as
the firet of its tasks the struggle for the.defence of Peaoe,wighout which
socia 1 progress would remain for the workers an impossible dream.

The Constitutive Conférence of the INTERNATIONLL UNION OF
SELMEN, FISHERMEN, RIVERMEN & PORT WORKERS has also put down as its first
task thg problem of pesce our initial and main target.

. A1l affiliated organisations have certainly read and stu-
;gl:d the Manifeste of thc 2nd World Congress,in which one paragraph says
at-

"Our common task,the task of the workers of the whole word<
is to raisc an impassablc barrier in Iront O-_UhC Warmongers,mancuvers,
end_to_ruin the perfidious piens of all impérialists.”

The monifeste then shows the way to follow,and the tactics

o0 be used

"We must dévelop a wide activity in favour of dhe defence
of Pecacc,build up a concretc pro&ggg of action,whioh can bc casily under -
~atoud by the largc masces ol workers,snc unite 16 carry ou a pro%%amge
without considération of race,creed or opinion.Eve ere,when oircumtan—
—ces_permit,we MOST organise iﬁbIHe fﬁe“enfeﬁﬁf¥§es ang gigﬁcesgIaf§e
Connittées for the cacs .and unitc w elr ranks a
workers,wether menual or intellectual;”

8 Tt is in complian:.: with the above decisions of the 2nd
Workd Congress that the Secrdtariat of the Y.F.T.U. issued,on the 26th
July,to the; World Congress of the Partisang of Peace,a letter in which the
W.F.T.U. asked for the organisation of an INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DEFENCE CF
PELCE LND DEMOCRATIC LIBERTIES,which has been fixed by the Permanent Comm:: -

—ttee,to the 2nd OCTOBER I949(Meeting of the Permanent Committee 21/7/49)

Tt is now important that cvery affiliated organisation
should,without delays,carry out the principles contained in the W.F.T.U.
Mandfeste

Never before,since the rout of fascism,the threat of war
had been more precise.From day to day,the evil effects of the Marshall ...
Plan appecar,cver more evident (closing down of factories,following the
invasion of the Marshall Countries by #mericen manufactured goods without
counterspart in export) and,if maritime trade with the Far East remains
at a high lovel,this is due to_faet that in that part of thc world (India-
Indones%a‘- Malaya - Viet-Nam.) colonial “jars are raging,and that ships
are transporting on these battlefields troops and war material indispen-
-sable for these plundcr wars. e

| . In China,where the Lrmies of National Liberation will soon
| be masters of the whole territory,all maritime trade has now been stopped
| and this increases even more the economic difficulties of the comntriecs

| dominated by Dollar Impérialism,this increascs the masg of umemployedss..
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«sssessto whom,through a venomous and well orchestrated propagande, the
capitalist cannibals offer the idea of a tar against the U.S.S.R. and the
Popular Democratics as the only prospect for the future,and the only solu~
-tion to their present sufferings. L

. This underlines . how much the fight for peacc is sacrcd and
must be carried out with swiftness,continuity and firmness.

In that fight,the workers of the Maritime Industries have
a choice place. S

BEveryone knows the capital role played by the Merchant
Navies during thc twd world wars,and particularly betwen I939 and I945,0n
the Erropean Theater as well as the Pacific Oocean.In the war whioh is being
prepared,a role even more important has bcon reserved to them.

This is why the Shipowners are trying to make sure that
their ships will not ledve the imperialist camp.They want to protect their
crews against the "P~cifist Microbe" by choosing them themselves and by
trying,as in Cannd¢ 5o break the Unions wich refuse to submit to their
dictation.They have entrusired the splitters of the I.T.F.with the job uf
maintaining,through a virulent campaign of hairel against our Tnternational
Union and against the W.F.T.U. the atmosphere of division without which
none of their criminal plans could succeed. . ;

Everyone knowsy,also,the.decisive role played by all port
workers in the maritime trade and the &tonomic set-up of the various coun-
-tries.Their struggles were never isolated.The victories gained by the
French Dockers in 1947,the Stevedores of the Eastern Coast of the U,S.4.
in 1946 and 1948,the deamen of Italy ia I949,etc...etc...,were due to the
International solidarity and are.e proof of the high degree of class cons-
ciousness of Sea and Port.Workérse. o

The magnificent exemple of international solidarity given
in July I949 by the London Déckers,in’support of the Canadian Seamen on
strike since the Ist.of April is a brilliant demonstration that there is
e long distance betwen the strike bresking wishes of certain leaders of
the British T.U.C. such as DEAKIN,or.of ‘the I.T.F.,such as OLDENBROCK and
the fighting mood of sea and port workers,who will never accept to be
treated like slaves. S o : :

TONDRROW,THANKS TO THE X TUAL AID OF SELMEN AND TORT
VORKERS,NOT ONLY OUR WLGES /AND CONDITIONS CLAIMS WILL EE DEFENDED AND WON,
BUT ALSO TELCE,THALT MOST PRECIOUS WEALLTH OF THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE,WILL BE
PRESERVED.

Llready,the Doockers of Algeria have refused to load ships
going to VIET-N.LM.The Viet-Nam Confederatiéon of Labour have publicly sent
their gratitude to them.The Dockers of DUNKIRK (France)have also begun an
action on the same lines,against that colonial war.

Dockers and Seamen must refuse to handle troops and war
cargoes going to the colonial wars of plunder,and to the preparation of
Imperislisr /nti-Soviet War. :

Seamen and Dockers must obtain the resumption of normal
economic relations betwen all ocountries of the world,on the basis of ¢
equality of rights. This alone will insure a maritime trade through which
seamen and dockers will have a décent standar”’ of life.

IT IS IN THLT w_{%{.&@' MUST ADVLNOE, FEARLESSLY,WITH FIRMNESS
’ m&T ‘ 90088 08 00 o
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.......AND PERSEVERANCE NOT ISOLATED,BUT GLOSELY BOUND ON THE BALSIS OF
LLL PORTS. THE PORCES OF TEMOCR/LCY LRE THE LARGEST LND THE MOST POWERFUL
BUT IS ¥OT SUFFICILNT TO BZ CONVINCED OF IT,IT IS NECESSARY TO ACT AND TO
BRING THESE FORCES TO PINAL VIGTORY.

To reach our aim,we must .become organised.In every port,
the baslo organisations of seamen,.’' rivermen,fishermen,dockers and other
port workers must unite and create wherever poasible,committees for the
defenco of peaos.

These Oommittes should then draw up a CONGRETE PROGRAMME OF
ACTION,whioh can be understood by the workers,and which will reflect their
own aspirations.

The oconditions of success for the building of such Committe?
and for their successful action lies in the realisation of the largest
Union of workers,without difference of race,colour,oreed or political
appartenances.

In the présent décisive period,all our militants must have
a high sense of the responsibilities resting on their shoulders,and
comprehend fully the importance the struggle which grows over thé whole
world.They must do everythin% ower 8o that tho date of QCTOBER 2nd.'
1949 will not only be a great day of struggle for Fedce,but also
starting point of a continuous action,which will be as efficient that the
2nd.of OCTOBER will have been powerful.

To that action,we are sure that seamen and port workers of
the whole world will attach themselves,not only with the faith of men who
know that right and justice are on their side,but who also know that
nothing is obtained without a struggle for the widest umity.

Let us know,as soon as possible,your results whatever they
are the sucoesses registered and the difficulties encoumtered.Let us know
the prospects opened for you by the action which starts now,and will only
cease when a lasting peace will have been entabliched Upon earths

Fraternally yours,

A. TFRESSINET

Général - Secrétary
International Union of Seamen,¥ishermen,Rivermen
and Port Workers.



