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' DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL LABOR AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

July 14, 1950
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MEMORANDUY

To: - Dan Goott, Department of State
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From: : Domald.E. Reid, Department of Laboryf{i-— !

. The; Department of Labor, in its relations with the territories
of Alaska, Hawail and Puerto Rico on labor matters, treats these ‘
territories in the same manner as States. In each of these territories,
there is a Territorial Representative of the Department of Lsbor who re-
ports to [Assistent—Secretary-Kaiser-of] the Office of Internationmal Labor
Affairs, Field offices or representatives are maintained %the Wages
& Hours and Public Contracts Divisions of théjﬁﬁepartment‘ftn all three ‘
territories and by the Bimeau of Apprenticeship in Alaska and Hawaii. ‘
These are the only people and the only activities concerned with labor
in the territories that are financed by Federal funds. The main function
of the Territorial Representatives, the field offices and representatives
[A8 to cooperate with and assist the territorial Departments of Labor and]
to coordinate the activities of the Federal and territorial Departments
of Labor,

Within each territory, as part of the territorial goverument,
financed by the territorial legislature and staffed, if poasib1§ (that is,
if indigenous people with nec ua. tions can be found), ex-
clusively by territorial mhﬁm,, ﬁ%?é%s%;%ﬁtorial Departments of
Labor are organized along lines and furnish information and services
almost identical with that of the U. S. Department of lLabor. The various
bureaus and divisions: of these territorial Departments of Labor include:

Bureau of Labor Statistics

Division of Industrial Safety
Employment Service

Wages & Hours (Labor Law Enforcement)
Workmen's Compensation

Unemployment Compensation

Women's & Children Bureau

Medlation & Conciliation Service

and a legel division.

The Department of Labor of Puerto Rico also includes & Bureau of Publica=-

tions and Workers Bduation, which has.done considerable work through its :
publications, the use of radio and lect¥®es in bringing labor and its b
problems to the public. In Puerto Rico, the Commissioner and Assistant
Commissioner of Labor and all the Bureau and Division heads are native

Puerto Ricans.
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. Any training and education in trade unionism in these territories
ig“done" elther by the territorial Departments of Labor or by the trade
wions themsa&vee. Both the AFL and CIO have affiliates and locals in
all three territories and trade unionism is for all intents and purposes
identical with that in the Unlted States. Of interest, is the fact that
the United States has utilized the services and experience of indigenous
personnel of these territories at times at International Conferences

dealing with 1e,bor. :



