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742 (VI). Factors which should be taken into Territory has or has not attained a full measure of

account in deciding whether a Territory is or
is not a Territory whose people have not yet
attained a full measure of self-government

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the principles embodied in the Dec-
laration regarding Non-Self-Governing Territories and
the objectives set forth in Chapter XI of the Charter,

Recalling the provisions of resolutions 567 (VI)
and 648 (VII), adopted by the General Assembly on
18 January and 10 December 1952 respectively, indi-
cating the value of establishing a list of factors which
should be taken into account in deciding whether a

self-government,

Having regard to the competence of the General
Assembly to consider the principles that should guide
the United Nations and the Member States in the im-
plementation of obligations arising from Chapter XI
of the Charter and to make recommendations in con-
nexion with them,

Having examined the report ® of the 4d Hoc Com-
mittee on Factors (Non-Self-Governing Territories)
set up by resolution (VII),

1 See document A/2428.
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22 General Assembly—Eighth Session

1. Takes note of the conclusions of the report of the
Ad Hoc Committee on Factors (Non-Self-Governing
Territories) ;
v2 Approves the list of factors as adopted by the
Fourth Committee; .

3. Recommends that the annexed list of factors
should be used by the General Assembly and the
Administering Members as a guide in determining
whether any Territory, due to changes in its consti-
tutional status, is or is no longer within the scope of
Chapter XI of the Charter, in_order that, in view of
the documentation provided under resolution 222 (III)
of 3 November 1948, a decision may be taken by the
General Assembly on the continuation or cessation of

the transmission of information required by Chapter
XTI of the;Charter;

4. Reasserts that each concrete case should be con-
sidered and decided upon in the light of the particular
circumstances of that case and taking into account the
right of self-determination of peoples;

5. Considers that the validity of any form of asso-
ciation between a Non-Self-Governing Territory and
a metropolitan or any other country essentially depends
on the freely expressed will of the people at the time
of the taking of the decision;

6. Considers that the manner in which Territories
referred to in Chapter XI of the Charter can become
fully self-governing is primarily through the attain-
ment of independence, although it is recognized that
self-government can also be achieved by association

. with another State or group of States 4f this is- done

freely and on the basis of absolute equality;

7. Reaffirms that the factors, while serving as a
guide in determining whether the obligations as set
forth in Chapter XI of the Charter shall exist, should
in no way be interpreted as a hindrance to the attain-
ment of a full measure of self-government by a Non-
Self-Governing Territory; .

8. Further reaffirms that, for a Territory to be
deemed self-governing in economic, social or educa-
tional affairs, it is essential that its people shall have
attained a full measure of self-government;

9. Imstructs the Committee on Information from
Non-Self-Governing Territories to study any documen-
tation transmitted hereafter under resolution 222 (III)
in the light of the list of factors approved by the
present resolution, and other relevant considerations
which may arise from each concrete case of cessation
of information;

10. Recommends that the Committee on Informa-
tion from Non-Self-Governing Territories take the
initiative of proposing modifications at any time to
improve the list of factors, as may seem necessary in
the light of circumstances.

459th plenary meeting,
27 November 1953,
ANNEX
List of Factors &

FACTORS INDICATIVE OF THE ATTAINMENT OF INDE~
PENDENCE OR OF OTHER SEPARATE SYSTEMS OF SELF-
GOVERNMENT

First part
FACTORS INDICATIVE OF THE ATTAINMENT OF INDEPENDENCE
A. International status

1. International responsibility, Full international responsi-
bility of the Territory for the acts inherent in the exercise of

its external sovereignty and for the corresponding acts in the
administration of its internal affairs.

2. Eligibility for membership in the United Nations.

3. General international relations. Power to enter into direct
relations of every kind with other governments and with in-
ternational institutions and to negotiate, sign and ratify inter-
national instruments.

4. National defence. Sovereign right to provide for its na-
tional defence.

B. Internal self-government

1. Form of government. Complete freedom of the people
of the Territory to choose the form of government which they
desire. :

2. Territorial government. Freedom from control or inter-
ference by the government of another State in respect of the
internal government (legislature, executive, judiciary, and
administration of the Territory).

3. Economic, social and cultural jurisdiction. Complete
autonomy in respect of economic, social and cultural affairs.

Second part .
FACTORS INDICATIVE OF THE ATTAINMENT OF OTHER SEPARATE

SYSTEMS OF SELF-GOVERNMENT
A. General

L. Opinion of the population. The opinion of the population
of the Territory, freely expressed by informed and democratic
processes, as to the status or change in status which they desire.

v{—‘ 2. Freedom of choice. Freedom of choosing on the basis of

the right of self-determination of peoples between several pos-
sibilities, including independence. _——

. Volunlory limstation of sovereignty. Degree of evidence
that the attribute or attributes of sovereignty which are not
individually exercised will be collectively exercised by the
larger entity thus associated and the freedom of the population
of a Territory which has associated itself with the metropolitan
country to modify at any time this status through the expression
of their will by democratic means.

4. Geographical considerations. Extent to which the relations
of the Non-Self-Governing Territory with the capital of the
metropolitan government may be affected by circumstances
arising out of their respective geographical positions, such as
separation by land, sea or other natural obstacles; and extent

to which the interests of boundary States may be affected, '

bearing in mind the general principle of good-neighbourliness
referred to in Article 74 of the Charter.

S. Ethnic and cultural considerations. Extent to which the
populations are of different race, language or religion or have
a distinct cultural heritage, interests or aspirations, distinguish-
ing them from the peoples of the country with which they freely
associate themselves.

6. Political advancement. Political advancement of the pop-
ulation sufficient to enable them to decide upon the future
destiny of the Territory with due knowledge.

B. International stotus

1. General interational relations. Degree or extent to w_hich
the Territory exercises the power to enter freely into direct
relations of every kind with other governments and with inter-

national institutions and to negotiate, sign and ratify inter- .

national instruments freely. Degree or extent to whicl] .the
metropolitan country is bound, through constitutional provisions
or legislative means, by the frecly expressed wishes of the
Territory in negotiating, signing and ratifying inlernat.lonal
conventions which may influence conditions in the Territory.

2. Change of political status. The right of the metropolitan
country or the Territory to change the political status of that
Territory in the light of the consideration whether that Ter-
ritory is or is.not subject to any claim or litigation on the part
of another State.

3. Eligibility for membership in the United Nations.
C. Internal self-government

1. Territorial government. Nature and measure of control of
interference, if any, by the government of another State 1N
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* pespect of the internal government, for example, in respect of

the following:

Legislature : The enactment of laws for the Territory by an
indigenous body whether fully elected by free and democratic
processes or lawfully constituted in a manner receiving the free
consent of the population; .

Executive: The selection of members of the executive branch
of the government by the competent authority in the Territory
receiving consent of the indigenous population, whether that
authority is hereditary or elected, having regard also to the
nature and measure of control, if any, by an outside agency on
that authority, whether directly or indirectly exercised in the
constitution and conduct of the executive branch of the govern-
ment; '

Judiciary : The establishment of courts of law and the selec-

tion of judges.
- 2. Participation of the population. Effective participation of
the population in the government of the Territory: (a) Is there
an edequate and appropriate electoral and representative system?
(b) Is this electoral system conducted without direct or in-
direct interference from a foreign government?*

3. Economic, social and cultural jurisdiction. Degree of
autonomy in respect of economic, social and cultural affairs, as
illustrated by the degree of freedom from economic pressure as
exercised, for example, by a foreign minority group which, by
virtue of the help of a foreign Power, has acquired a privileged
economic status prejudicial to the general economic interest of
the people of the Territory; and by the degree of freedom and
lack of discrimination against the indigenous population of the
Territory in social legislation and social developments.

Third part

FACTORS INDICATIVE OF THE FREE ASSOCIATION OF A TERRITORY ON
EQUAL BASIS WITH THE METROPOLITAN OR OTHER COUNTRY AS
AN INTEGRAL PART OF THAT COUNTRY OR IN ANY-GTHER FORM

A. General

1. Opinion of the population. The opinion of the population
of the Territory, freely expressed by informed and democratic
processes, as to the status or change in status which they
desire. :

2. Freedom of choice. The ireedom of the population of a
Non-Self-Governing Territory which has associated itself with
the metropolitan country as an integral part of that country
or in any other form to modify this status through the ex-
pression of their will by democratic means.

3. Geographical considerations. Extent to which the relations
of the Territory with the capital of the central government
may be affected by circumstances arising out of their respective
geographical positions, such as separation by land, sea or other
natural obstacles. The right of the metropolitan country or the
Territory to change the political status of that Territory in the
Jight of the consideration whether that Territory is or is not
subject to any claim or litigation on the part of another State.

4. Ethnic and cultural considerations. Extent to which the
population are of different race, language or religion or have
a distinct cultural heritage, interests or aspirations, distinguish-
ing them from the peoples of the country with which they
freely associate themselves.

S. Political advancement. Political advancement of the pop-
ulation sufficient to enable them to decide upon the future des-
tiny of the Territory with due knowledge.

6. Constitutional considerations. Association by virtue of a
treaty or bilateral agreement affecting the status of the Ter-
ritory, taking into account (i) whether the constitutional guar-
antees extend equally to the associated Territory, (ii) whether
there are powers in certain matters constitutionally reserved
to the Territory or to the central authority, and (iii) whether
there is provision for the participation of the Territory on a
basis of equality in any changes in the constitutional system
of the State.

B. Status
1. Legislative representation. Representation without dis-

crimination in the central legislative organs on the same basis

as other inhabitants and regions.

2. Participation of the population. Effective participation of
the population in the government of the Territory: (a) Is there
an adequate and appropriate electoral and representative sys-
tem? (b) Is this electoral system conducted without direct or
indirect interference from a foreign government?®

3. Citigenship. Citizenship without discrimination on the
same basis as other inhabitants.

4. Government officials. Eligibility of officials from the
Territory to all public offices of the central authority, by ap-
pointment or election, on the same basis as those from other
parts of the country.

C. Internal constitutional conditions

1. Suffrage. Universal and equal suffrage, and free periodic
elections, characterized by an absence of undue influence over
and coercion of the voter or of the imposition of disabilities on
particular political parties.®

2. Local rights and status. In a unitary system equal rights
and status for the inhabitants and local bodies of the Territory
as enjoyed by inhabitants and local bodies of other parts of the
country; in a federal system an identical degree of self-gov-
ernment for the inhabitants and local bodies of all parts of the
federation.

3. Local officials. Appointment or election of officials in the
Territory on the same basis as those in other parts of the
country.

4. Internal legislation. Local self-government of the same
scope and under the same conditions as enjoyed by other parts
of the country.

5. Economic, social and cultural jurisdiction. Degree of
autonomy in respect’ of economic, social and cultural affairs, as
illustrated by the degree of freedom from economic pressure as
exercised, for example, by a foreign minority group which,
by virtue of the help of a foreign Power, has acquired a
privileged economic status prejudicial to the general economic
interest of the people of the Territory; and by the degree of
freedom and lack of discrimination against the indigenous pop-
ulation of the Territory in social legislation and social develop-
ments.

* For example, the following questions would be relevant:

(i) Has each adult inhabitant equal power (subject to special
safeguards for minorities) to determine the character of the
government of the Territory?

(ii) Is this power exercised freely, i.e, is there an absence
of undue influence over and coercion of the voter and of the
imposition of disabilities on A:articular political parties?

ome tests which can be used in the application of this factor
are as follows:

(a) The existence of effective measures to ensure the demo-
cratic expression of the will of the people;

(b) The existence of more than one political party in the
Territory; :

(c) The existence of a secret ballot;

(d) The existence of legal prohibitions on the exercise of un-
democratic practices in the course of elections;

(e) The existence for the individual elector of a choice be-
tween candidates of differing political parties;

(f) The absence of “martial law” and similar measures at
election times;

(iii) Is each individual free to express his political opinions,
to support or oppose any political party or cause, and to criticize
the government of the day?

® For example, the following tests would be relevant:

(a) The existence of effective measures to ensure the dem-
ocratic expression of the will of the people;

(&) The existence of more than one political party in the
Territory;

(¢) The existence of a secret ballot; .

(d) The existence of legal prohibitions on the exercise of
undemocratic practices in the course of elections;

() The existence for the individual elector of a choice be-
tween candidates of differing political parties;

(f) The absence of “martial law” and similar measures at
election times;

(g) Freedom of each individual to express his political
opinions, to support or oppose any political party or cause, and
to criticize the government of the day.
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743 (VIIO). Educational conditions in Non-Self-

Governing Territories

The Gene;ral Assembly,

Considering that, by resolution 445 (V) adopted on
12 December 1950, it approved the special report?
on education drawn up in 1950 as a brief but consid-
ered indication of the importance of educational ad-
vancement and of the problems still to be faced in the
Non-Seli-Governing Territories,

Noting the further report prepared in 1953 by the
Committee on Information® from Non-Self-Govern-
ing Territories on educational conditions in these Ter-
ritories,

1. Approves this further report of the Committee
on Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories
as a supplement to the report approved in 1950;

2. Emphasizes that the objectives of education in
Non-Self-Governing Territories are:

(a¢) To develop moral and civic consciousness and
responsibility among the peoples, and to enable them
to take an increasing share of responsibility in the
conduct of their own affairs;

(b) To raise the standards of living of the peoples
by helping them to improve their economic productivity
and standards of health;

(¢) To promote the social progress of the Terri-
tories, taking into account the basic cultural values
and the aspirations of the peoples concerned;

(d) To secure the extension of the intellectual

developinent of the peoples so as to provide for them™

access to all-levels—of cultiire;

3. Affirms that, in accordance with the above ob-
jectives, the process of education should be designed
to familiarize the inhabitants with and train them
in the use of the tools of economic, social and political
progress, with a view to the attainment of a full
measure of self-government;

4. Recommends to the Administering Members
that, in order to carry out the said objectives and in
general to solve the educational problems of the Non-

elf-Governing Territories, they should seek the tech-
nical advice of the United Nations Technical Assist-
ance Administration and make the greatest possible use
of the facilities of the specialized agencies;

5. Recommends further to the Administering Mem-
bers that they similarly make the greatest possible use
of offers that may be made to them by other States
Members of the United Nations through the Secretary-
General or through the specialized agencies concerned
or in other appropriate ways, for the purpose of facili-
tating the educational advancement of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories by such means as making avail-
able fellowships, scholarships and internships to qual-
ified students from these Territories;

6. [Invites the Secretary-General to communicate
the report on education and the present resolution to
the Members of the United Nations responsible for
the administration of Non-Self-Governing Territories,
to the Economic and Social Council, to the Trustee-
ship Council and to the specialized agencies concerned
for their consideration.

459th plenary meeting,
27 November 1953,
2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifth Session,

Supflement_ No. 17, part 11,
31bid., Eighth Session, Supplement No. 15, part I1.

744 (VIII). Association of representatives from
Non-Self-Governing Territories in the work
of the Committee on Information from Non-
Self-Governing Territories

The General Assembly,

Whereas the direct association of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories in the work of the United Na-
tions and of the specialized agencies has been con-
sidered as an effective means of promoting the progress

. of the populations of these Territories towards a status

of equality with the States Members of the United
Nations,

Whereas it has been recognized that the direct as-
sociation of the Non-Self-Governing Territories in the
work of the Committee on Information from Non-Self-
Governing Territories can be of further assistance in
promoting the progress of these Territories and their
peoples towards the goals set forth in Chapter XI of
the Charter of the United Nations,

W hereas the Administering Members have been in-
vited to make possible the association of qualified rep-
resentative inhabitants of the Territories in the work
of the Committee,

Considering the technical difficulties advanced by
the Administering Members on the question of accept-
ing the collaboration in the work of the Committee
gf Non-Self Governing Territories as “associate mem-

ers”,

Considering that the principle of unity of representa-
tion must be maintained, ...

Noting that the Member States administering Non-
Self-Governing Territories have from time to time at-
tached representative inhabitants of the Territories to
their delegations,

Considering that this practice should be stimulated
and developed,

1. Invites the Member States administering Non--

Self-Governing Territories, the inhabitants of which
have attained a large measure of responsibility for eco-
nomic, social and educational policies, to attach to their
delegations, without prejudice to the principle stated
in the fifth paragraph of the preamble, indigenous rep-
resentatives specially qualified to speak on these-mat-
fers as they relate to these Territories;

2. Requests the Committee -on Information from
Non-Self-Governing Territories to continue, in accord-
ance with General Assembly resolution 647 (VII) of
10 December 1952, the study of means of securing
a progressive increase in the participation of duly qual-
ified representatives of the peoples of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories in its work.

459th plenary meeting,
27 November 1953.

745 (VIII). Representation on the Committee
on Information from Non-Self-Governing Ter-
ritories

The General Assembly,

Noting that the work of the Committee on Informa-
tion from Non-Self-Governing Territories, particularly
in relation to the special studies of certain functional
fields initiated under General Assembly resolution 333
(IV) of 2 December 1949, has been materially assisted
by the action of States members of the Committee,
including certain non-administering Members, in as-
sociating with their delegations persons -with special

General Assembly—Eighth Session
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qualifications in the functional fields studied by the
Committee,

Considering that this is a practice which might be
extended with advantage to the work of the Committee,
in that the pooling and exchange of knowledge and
experience thus achieved will enable it more efficaciously
to assess the economic, social and educational problems
of Non-Self-Governing Territories in the light of the
solutions being found to those problems elsewhere in
the world,

1. Commends the action of those Members which
have included specialist advisers in their delegations
to the Committee; ‘

2. Expresses the hope that those Members which
have not hitherto found it possible to do so, will find
it appropriate to associate with their delegations persons
specially qualified in the functional fields within the
Committee’s purview.

459th plenary meeting,
27 November 1953.

746 (VII). Employment of international staff
from Non-Self-Governing and Trust Terri-
tories

The General Assembly,

Considering that the paragraph 3 of Article 101 of the
Charter of the United Nations, regarding the employ-
ment of the staff of the United Nations, states that, in
addition to the necessity of securing the highest stand-
ards of efficiency, competence and integrity in employ-
ment of Secretariat staff, due regard should be paid to
the importance of recruiting the staff on as wide a geo-
graphical basis as possible,

Having regard to the objectives set forth in Chap-
ters XI and XII of the Charter in respect of the ad-
vancement of the inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing
and Trust Territories,

Considering that the services of individuals from
Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories in the Sec-
retariat of the United Nations will contribute to a
wider geographical coverage in the recruitment of staff,

Considering the statement * made by the Secretary-
General that he has already taken note of the wishes
expressed in the Fourth Committee on this matter,

1. Recommends that the Secretary-General consider
the desirability of continuing and increasing the recruit-
ment of suitably qualified inhabitants of Non-Self-Gov-
erning and Trust Territories for the Secretariat of the
United Nations;

2. Invites the Secretary-General to draw the atten-
tion of the specialized agencies to the present resolu-
tion with a view to a similar policy being followed as far
as possible in the secretariats of those agencies.

459th plenary meeting,
27 November 1953.

747 (VIII). Cessation of the transmission of in-
formation under Article 73 e of the Charter
in respect of the Netherlands Antilles and
Surinam

The General Assembly,

Recalling that in its resolution 650 (VII) of 20 De-
cember 1952 it invited the Committee set up to study

4 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Eighth Ses-
sion, Fourth Committee, 342nd meeting.

the factors which should be taken into account m de-
ciding whether a Territory is or is not a Territory
whose people have not yet attained a full measure
of self-government to examine carefully the documents
submitted by the Netherlands Government relating to
the Netherlands Antilles and Surinam in the light of
resolution 648 (VII) of 10 December 1952,

Having received and considered the report® of the
Ad Hoc Committee on Factors (Non-Self-Geverning
Territories) established by resolution 648 (VII),

Having taken note of the statement ¢ of the repre-
sentative of the Netherlands that the negotiations be-
tween representatives of the Netherlands, the Nether-
lands Antilles and Surinam, which were adjourned in
the year 1952, will shortly be resumed,

1. Notes with satisfaction the progress made by
the Netherlands Antilles and Surinam towards self-
government; '

2. Considers-that the new status of the Netherlands
Antilles and Surinam can only be rightly appraised after
the said negotiations have led to a final result and this
has been embodied in constitutional provisions;

3. Expresses to the Netherlands Government its
confidence that, as a result of the negotiations, a new
status will be attained by the Netherlands Antilles and
Surinam representing a full measure of self-government
in fulfilment of the objectives set forth in Chapter
XI of the Charter;

4. Invites the Government of the Netherlands to
communicate to the Secretary-General the result of these

negotiations as well as the provisions mentioned in
paragraph 2 above;

S Inmvites the Committee on Information from Non-
Self-Governing Territories to examine these communi-
cations in connexion with the information already trans-
mitted and to report thereon to the General Assembly ;

6. Requests the Government of the Netherlands
to transmit regularly to the Secretary-General the in-
formation specified in Article 73 e of the Charter in
regard to the Netherlands Antilles and Surinam until
such time as the General Assembly takes a decision
that the transmission of information in regard to these
Territories should be discontinued.

459th plenary meeting,
27 November 1953.

748 (VII). Cessation of the transmission of in-
formation under Article 73 e of the Charter
in respect of Puerto Rico

The General Assembly,

Considering that, in resolution 222 (I1I) of 3 No-
vember 1948, the General Assembly, while welcom-
ing any development of self-government in Non-Self-
Governing Territories, considers it essential that the
United Nations be informed of any change in the con-
stitutional status of any such Territory as a result of
which the government responsible for the transmis-
sion, under Article 73 e of the Charter, of information
in respect of that Territory thinks it unnecessary or
inappropriate to continue such a practice,

Having received the communications dated 19 Jan-
uary and 20 March 1953 informing the United Nations

8 See document A/2428.

8 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Eighth Ses-
sion, Fourth Committee, 343rd meeting, para.

7See document A/AC.35/L.121
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of the establishment of the Commonwealth of Puerto

Rico, as a result of the entry into force on 25 July

1952 of the Constitution of Puerto Rico, and stating

that, in consequence of these constitutional changes, the

Government of the United States of America would

&ase to transmit information under Article 73 e of the
arter,

Having studied the report ® prepared by the Com-
mittee on Information from Non-Self-Governing Ter-
ritories, during its session of 1953, on the question of
the cessation of the transmission of information on
Puertc;_ Rico, and
in conformity with paragraph 2 of resolution 448 (V)
of 12 December 1950, e

Having examined the communications of the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America in the light
of the basic principles embodied in Chapter XTI of the
Charter and of all the other elements of judgment per-
tinent to the issue,

Considering that the agreement reached by the United
States of America and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, in forming a political association which respects
the individuality and the cultural characteristics of
Puerto Rico, maintains the spiritual bonds between
Puerto Rico and Latin America and constitutes a link
in continental solidarity,

Bearing in mind the competence of the General As-
sembly to decide whether a Non-Self-Governing Ter-
ritory has or has not attained a full measure of self-
government as referred to in Chapter XI of the Char-
ter, "
1. Takes note favourably of the conclusions set
forth by the Committee on Information from Non-Self-
Governing Territories in its resolution ; °

2. Recogniges that the people of the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, by expressing their will in a free and
democratic way, have achieved a new constitutional
status ;

3. Expresses the opinion that it stems from the
documentation provided that the association of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico with the United States
of America has been established as a mutually agreed
association ;

4. Recognizes that, when choosing their constitu-
tional and international status, the people of the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico have effectively exercised
their right to self-determination ;

5. Recognizes that, in the framework of their Con-
stitution and of the compact agreed upon with the
United States of America, the people of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico have been invested with at-
tributes of political sovereignty which clearly identify
~ the status of self-government attained by the Puerto
Rican people as that of an autonomous political entity;

6. Considers that, due to these circumstances, the
Declaration regarding Non-Self-Governing Territories
and the provisions established under it in Chapter XI
of the Charter can no longer be applied to the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico;

7. Takes note of the opinion of the Government of
the United States of America as to the cessation of
the transmission under Article 73 e of the Charter of
information on Puerto Rico;

8 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Eighth Ses-
sion, Supplement No. 15, part 1, section VII.
o Ihid., page 6.

presented to the General Assembly .

8 C onsiders it appropriate that the transmission of
this information should cease ;

9. Expresses its assurance that, in accordance with
the spirit of the present resolution, the ideals em-
bodied in the Charter of the United Nations, the tra-
ditions of the people of the United States of America
and the political advancement attained by the people
of Puerto Rico, due regard will be paid to the will
of both the Puerto Rican and American peoples in
the conduct of their relations under their present legal
statute, and also in the eventuality that either of the

parties to the mutually agreed association may desire*

any change in the terms of this association.

459th plenary meeting,
27 November 1953,

749. (VII). Question of South West Africa
A

The General Assembly,
Having accepted, by resolution 449 A (V) of 13

December 1950 and by resolution 570 (VI) of 19 -

January 1952, the advisory opinion of the International
Court of Justice with respect to South West Africa,

Recalling that the advisory opinion 1 of the Inter- ,

national Court of Justice with respect to the Territory
of South West Africa sets forth, suter alta, that:

(a) The Territory of South West Africa is a Ter-
ritory under the international Mandate assumed by the
Union of South Africa on 17 December 1920,

(5) The Union of South Africa acting alone has not
the competence to modify the international status of
the Territory of South West Africa, and that the com-
petence to determine and modify the international status
of the Territory rests with the Union of South Africa
acting with the consent of the United Nations,

(¢) The Union of South Africa continues to have
the international obligations stated in Article 22 of the
Covenant of the League of Nations and in the Mandate
for South West Africa as well as the obligation to
transmit petitions from the inhabitants of that Ter-
ritory, the supervisory functions to be exercised by
the United Nations to which the annual reports and
the petitions are to be submitted,

Considering that, in accordance with the opinion
of the International Court of Justice, the Union of
South Africa is under an obligation to accept the com-
pulsory jurisdiction of the Court as provided by Ar-
ticle 37 of the Statute of the International Court of
Justice, by Article 80, paragraph 1, of the Charter of
the United Nations and by article 7 of the Mandate
for South West Africa,

Having reconstituted the Ad Hoc Committee on
South West Africa, consisting of the representatives
of Norway, Syria, Thailand, the United States of
America and Uruguay, by General Assembly resolution
570 A (VI) of 19 January 1952 and, by General As-
sembly resolution 651 (VII) of 20 December 1952,
having continued it on the same basis as before,

Having considered the reports of the aforesaid Ad
Hoc Committee, i.e., document A /2261 submitted on 21
November 1952 and documents A/2475 and Adds.1
and 2 submitted on 16 September, 8 October and 9
November 1953, :

10 See International Status of South West Africa, Advisory
Opinion: 1.C.J. Reports 1950, page 128.
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1. Commends the Ad Hoc Committee on South
West Africa for its earnest and constructive efforts
to find a mutually satisfactory basis of agreement;

2. Records with deep regret that the Government
of the Union of South Africa continues in its\refusal
to assist in the implementation of the advisory opinion
of the International Court of Justice concerning South
West Africa, and continues to maintain that the Union
of South Africa has no international commitments as
the result of the demise of the League of Nations, and
that the Government of the Union of South Africa is
prepared only to enter into new arrangements for the
Territory of South West Africa with the Principal
Allied and Associated Powers of the First World War

(France, the United Kingdom and the United States'

of America), and not with the United Nations;

3. Notes with concern that, as required by para-
graph 6 of General Assembly resolution 570 A (VI),
the Ad Hoc Committee was unable to examine reports
on the administration of the Territory of South West
Africa because again no such reports were submitted
by the Government of the Union of South Africa;

4. Notes with further regret that the Union of
South Africa has refused to co-operate with the United
Nations concerning the submission of petitions in ac-
cordance with the procedures of the Mandates Sys-
tem;

5. Notes the contents of the communications relat-
ing to South West Africa received by the Ad Hoc
Committee in 1951, 1952 and 1953 from sources within
and outside the Territory of South West Africa and
contained in the aforesaid reports of the Ad Hoc
Committee ; - '

6. Affirnis that, in order to implement the advisory
opinion of the International Court of Justice with re-
gard to South West Africa,

(a) The supervision of the administration of South
West Africa, though it should not exceed that which
applied under the Mandates System, should be exercised
by the United Nations; judicial supervision by the In-
ternational Court of Justice, which the Union Gov-
ernment is prepared to accept, is mot in accordance
with the advisory opinion expressed by that Court and
accepted by the General Assembly ;

(b) The Union Government should assume its ob-
ligations to the United Nations and not, as proposed
by the Union Government, to the three Powers
(France, the United Kingdom and the United States
of America) as principals;

7. Appeals solemnly to the Government of the
Union of South Africa to reconsider its position, and
urges it to continue negotiations with the Committee
on South West Africa, established under paragraph 12
below, in accordance with the aforesaid principles for
the purpose of concluding an agreement providing
for the full implementation of the advisory opinion of
the International Court of Justice; and urges it fur-
ther to resume submission of reports on the adminis-
tration of the Territory of South West Africa and to
transmit to the United Nations petitions from individ-
uals or groups of the population of the Territory;

8. Recalls and reaffirms that the Territory of South
West Africa is a Territory under the international
Mandate assumed by the Union of South Africa on 17
December 1920;

9. Reaffirms further that the Union of South
Africa continues to have the international obligations

stated in Article 22 of the Covenant of the League
of Nations and in the Mandate for South West Africa
as well as the obligation to transmit petitions from
the inhabitants of that Territory, the supervisory func-
tions to be exercised by the United Nations to which
the annual reports and the petitions are to be submitted ;

10. Considers that without United Nations super-
vision the inhabitants of the Territory are deprived of
the international supervision envisaged by the Covenant
of the League of Nations;

11. Believes that it would not fulfil its obligation
towards the inhabitants of South West Africa if it were
not to assume the supervisory responsibilities with
regard to the Territory of South West Africa which
were formerly exercised by the League of Nations;

12. Establishes, until such time as an agreement is
reached between the United Nations and the Union of
South Africa, a Committee on South West Africa, con-
sisting of seven Members, and requests this Committee
to:

(¢) Examine, withiri the scope of the Questionnaire
adopted by the Permanent Mandates Commission of
the League of Nations in 1926, such information and
documentation as may be available in respect of the
Territory of South West Africa;

(5) Examine, as far as possible in accordance with
the procedure of the former Mandates System, reports
and petitions which may be submitted to the Commit-
tee or to the Secretary-General;

(¢) Transmit to the General Assembly a report
concerning conditions in the Territory taking into ac-

.count, as far as possible, the scope of the reports of the

Permanent Mandates Commission of thé League of
Nations;

(d) Prepare, for the consideration of the General
Assembly, a procedure for the examination of reports
and petitions which should conform as far as possible
to the procedure followed in this respect by the Assem-
bly, the Council and the Permanent Mandates Com-
mission of the League of Nations;__

13. Authorizes the Committee to continue negotia-
tions with the Union of South Africa in order to im-
plement fully the advisory opinion of the International
Court of Justice regarding the question of South West
Africa;

14. Requests the Committee to submit reports on
its activities to the General Assembly at its regular
sessions.

460th plenary meeting,
28 November 1953.

*
* *

At its 467th plenary meeting on 3 December 1953, the General
Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fourth Committee to
the President, approved the nomination-of the following Mem-
bers to serve on the Committee on South West Africa: Brasil,
Mexico, Norway, Pakistan, Syria, Thailand and Uruguay.

B

The General Assembly,

Having recommended, by its resolutions 65 (1) of
14 December 1946, 141 (1I) of 1 November 1947,
227 (III) of 26 November 1948, 337 (IV) of 6 De-
cember 1949, 449 B (V) of 13 December 1950 and
570 B (VI) of 19 January 1952, that the Mandated
Territory of South West Africa be placed under the
International Trusteeship System, and having repeat-
edly invited the Government of the Union of South
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Africa to propose, for the consideration of the General

Assembly, a Trusteeship Agreement for South West
Africa,

Having accepted, by resolution 449 A (V) of 13
December 1950, the advisory opinion of 11 July 1950
of the International Court of Justice concerning South
West Africa, inter alia, to the effect that:

(a) While “the provisions of Chapter XII of the
Charter do not impose on the Union of South Africa a
legal obligation to place the Territory under the Trus-
teeship System”, they “are applicable to the Territory
of South West Africa in the sense that they provide
a means by which the Territory may be brought under
the Trusteeship System”,

(&) “. .. the Union of South Africa acting alone
has not ithe competence to modify the international
status of the Territory of South West Africa,” and
““. . . the competence to determine and modify the in-
ternational status of the Territory rests with the Union
of South Africa acting with the consent of the United
Nations”,

Considering that, in accordance with Chapter XII
of the Charter, all Mandated Territories which have
not achieved independence have been brought under
the Trusteeshfsp ‘System with the sole exception of the
Territory of South West Africa,

1. Reiterates its resolutions 65 (I) of 14 December
1946, 141 -(1I) of 1 November 1947, 227 (1I11) of 26
November 1948, 337 (IV) of 6 December 1949, 449
B (V) of 13 December 1950 and 570 B (VI) of 19
January 1952, to-the effect that the Territory of South
West Africa be placed under the International Trus-
teeship System;

2. Reasserts that the normal way of modifying the
international status of the Territory would be to place
it under the Trusteeship System by means of a Trustee-

ship Agreement in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter XII of the Charter.

460th plenary meeting,
28 November 1953.

750 (VIII). The Togoland unification problem

A

The General Assembly,

Having examined the special report ! of the Trus-
teeship Council on the Ewe and Togoland unification
problem,

Taking into account the conclusion contained in the

~ special report® of the 1952 United Nations Visiting

Mission (T/1034) that “the people of the Trust Ter-
ritories desire in principle unification of the two Trust
Territories”,

Recalling that the General Assembly based its reso-
lution 652 (VII) of 20 December 1952 upon the con-
sideration, inter alia, that the unification of the two
parts of Togoland is the manifest aspiration of the
majority of the population of the two Trust Terri-
tories,

Considering that the best means of achieving a form
of unification acceptable to all groups of the population
is through direct and continuous interchange of opin-
ions among the representatives of those groups, and
that such interchange of opinions could be realized in
a reconstituted Joint Council for Togoland Affairs with

11 See document A /2424,
12 See document T/1034, page 127,

ample powers to examine all aspects of the problem of
unification of both Territories and to formulate per-
tinent recommendations,

Having heord the declarations ** of the representa-
tives of the All-Ewe Conference, of the Joint Togo-
land Congress and of the Parti togolais du progres,

Having heard also the declarations * of the repre-
sentatives of the Administering Authorities concerned,

1. Regrets that the Joint Council for Togoland
Affairs has not yet been re-established;

2. Reaffirms the principles and aims of its resolu-
tions 555 (VI) and 652 (VII) approved on 18 Jan-
uary and 20 December 1952 respectively;

3. Recommends. that, in order to ensure that the
Joint Council will faithfully reflect the wishes of all
sections of the population of the two Trust Territories,
its members should be directly elected by universal
adult suffrage and secret ballot ;

4. Recommends that the Administering Authorities
establish, in consultation with the representatives of
the different political parties, the rules concerning the
structure which the Joint Council for Togoland Affairs
should assume;

5. Recommends that the, Administering Authorities

assist the representatives of the different political —

parties to explain freely throughout Togoland their
views on the problem of unification and, to this effect,
that they take all necessary measures to ensure freedom
of speech, movement and assembly in all parts of the
_. Territories;

L e

6. Recommends that the Administering Authorities
disseminate throughout the two Trust Territories the
complete texts of the pertinent resolutions of the Gen-
eral Assembly and of the Trusteeship Council in the
main vernacular languages as well as in French or in
English;

7. Recommends to the Administering Authorities
the re-establishment of the Joint Council with the
power to consider and make recommendations on the
question of unification, as well as on all political, eco-
nomic, social and educational matters affecting the two
Trust Territories, and to serve as a means of ascer-
taining the opinions of the inhabitants of the Terri-
tories concerning any proposed changes in the terms of
the Trusteeship Agreement for either of the Terri-
tories;

8. Re-emphasizes its recommendation that, throqgh
the Joint Council and in other ways, the Administering
Authorities adopt measures to promote common pol-
icies on political, economic and social matters of mutual
concern to the two Trust Territories, and expresses
the opinion that the implementation of this recommen-

dation requires that the Administering Authorities -

accord to each Territory simultaneously a large measure
of progress towards the objectives of Article 76 of the
Charter and harmonize in all major respects the politi-
cal, economic, social and educational policies and sys-
tems applying in the two Trust, Territories;

9. Invites the Trusteeship Council to submit to the
General Assembly at its ninth session a special report
concerning the steps which have been taken towards
the implementation of the present resolution;

10. Expresses the hope that the different political
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parties of both Territories will co-operate to achieve K y

18 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Eighth Ses-
sion, Fourth Committee, 365th, 366th and 367th meetings.
- M ]bid, 365th meeting.
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a formula acceptable to all which will facilitate the
unification of the two Trust Territories.
469th plenary meeting,
8 December 1953.
B

The General Assembly,

Considering that there is an urgent need to develop
fully in the two parts of Togoland a system of univer-
sal suffrage and that it is consequently essential to
establish effective facilities for electoral registration,
with a view to the formation of an electoral body truly
representative of the population of each Territory as
a whole,

Noting paragraph (b) of the text of the announce-
ment 15 made by the two Administering Authorities on
12 June 1953 concerning the re-establishment of the
Joint Council for Togoland Affairs,

Noting further the observations made on this mat- -

ter by the petitioners heard by the Fourth Committee
of the General Assembly, as well as the statements
made by the representatives of the Administering
Authorities,

1. Urgently invites the Administering Authorities
to revise the system of electoral qualifications in force
in the Territories and to put into effect a method of
electoral registration based on personal identification
which shall permit all adult persons to qualify for the
right to vote and shall ensure that electoral consulta-
tions be carried out in accordance with the democratic
principles of universal, direct and secret suffrage so
as to reflect the opinion of the population as a whole;

2. Recommends that the. political parties in the two
Territories collaborate closely with the respective Ad-

" ministering Authorities with a view to carrying out the

identification of the adult persons for electoral pur-
ses.
pe 469th plenary meeting,
8 December 1953.

C
The General Assembly,
Noting that Togoland under British administration

is administered as an integral part of the Gold Coast,
the Government of which has published a series of pro-
posals *¢ for constitutional changes designed to effect a
further transfer of executive and legislative powers
from the Administering Authority to the Gold Coast
Government and to serve as an interim measure leading
towards full self-government for the Gold Coast within

the British Commonwealth of Nations,

Noting that in the course of these proposals the
Government of the Gold Coast expressed confidence
that “the United Nations Organization will not fail
to give satisfaction to the frequently reiterated and
unanimous demand of the people of the Northern Sec-
tion for their area to become part of the Northern Ter-
ritories of the Gold Coast” and stated further that
“there is a growing opinion in Southern Togoland in
favour of integration with the Gold Coast”,

Noting also that, in anticipation of further constitu-

tional changes in the Gold Coast, the 1952 United

Nations Visiting Mission, in its report 17 on Togoland
under British administration, raised with some urgency
the question of the compatibility of the provisions of
the Trusteeship Agreement with any further appre-
i

18 See document T/1067/Rev.1.

18 See document A/C.4/249.
17 See document T/1040.

ciable transfer of executive and legislative authority
to the Government of the Gold Coast, and expressed
the opinion that the prospect of a further constitutional
advance in the Gold Coast may require the position of
the Trust Territory to be reviewed with particular care
within a relatively short period of time,

Recalling further that the Visiting Missions of 1949
and 1952 and the Trusteeship Council at its eleventh
session have recognized that the question of the future
constitutional association of Togoland with the Gold
Coast depends to a large extent upon the settlement of
the unification problem,

1. Expresses the opinion that further changes in the
Constitution of the Gold Coast, with which Togoland
under British administration is administered as an
integral part, may, to the extent that they provide for
an increased measure of self-government, necessitate
revision of the existing Trusteeship Agreement in re-
spect of the Trust Territory in so far as concerns the
existing administrative union;

2. Considers that, in view of the manifest aspira-
tion of the majority of the population of both the Trust
Territories of Togoland for the unification of those
Territories, any change in the Trusteeship Agreement
for Togoland under British administration will neces-
sarily affect the interests of the inhabitants of Togoland
under French administration;

3. Requests the Trusteeship Council, at its thir-
teenth session, to re-examine in all aspects the problem
of achieving in the two Trust Territories the basic ob-
jectives of the International Trusteeship System as set
forth in Article 76 of the Charter and, in particular,
the progressive development of the inhabitants towards
self-government or independence as may be appropri-
ate to the particular circumstances of the Territories
and their peoples and their freely expressed wishes,
having particular regard to the special circumstances
created by the constitutional and political situation in
the Gold Coast as it affects both Togoland under Brit-
ish administration and Togoland under French admin-
istration ;

4. Requests the Trusteeship Council to submit to
the General Assembly at its ninth session a special
report on this problem. :
469th plemary meeting,

8 December 1953.

751 (VIO). Revision of the Questionnaire
relating to Trust Territories

The General Assembly, .

Noting that the Trusteeship Council has adopted
the revised Questionnaire,®

Considering that, under Article 88 of the Charter.
the Administering Authorities shall make an annual
report to the General Assembly, upon the basis of a
questionnaire formulated by the Trusteeship Council,
on the political, economic, social and educational ad-
vancement of the inhabitants of each Trust Territory,

Considering that, in approving the Provisional Ques-
tionnaire, the Trusteeship Council emphasized that it
would be adapted, if necessary, to specific Trust Ter-
ritories,

Considering that the revised Questionnaire is not
applicable in its entirety to all Trust Territories,

—_—
18 See document T/1010.
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1. Instructs a Sub-Committee, consisting of rep-
resentatives of El Salvador, Haiti, India and Syria, to
examine the Questionnaire formulated by the Trus-
teeship Council, to study such changes as may be neces-
sary to adapt it to the special conditions of each Ter-
ritory, and to submit its conclusions to the Trusteeship
Council ;

2. Invites the Trusteeship Council to undertake, on
the basis of the work of the Sub-Committee established
under the preceding paragraph, the preparation of sep-
arate questionnaires adapted to the particular circum-
stances of each Trust Territory.

471st plenary meeting,
9 December 1953.

752 (VHI). Attainment by the Trust Territories
of the objective of self-government or inde-
pendence

. The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 558 (VI) of 18 January
1952 by which it invited the Administering Authority
of each Trust Territory other than Somaliland under
Italian administration to include in each annual report
information concerning measures taken or contemplated
towards self-government or independence and, inter
alia, the estimated period of time required for such
measures and for the attainment of the ultimate ob-
jective,

Having received from the Administering Authorities
concerned annual reports.covering periods subsequent to
18 January 1952 in respect of all except one of the
Trust Territories, namely, the Territories of Western
Samoa, New Guinea, Nauru, Tanganyika, Ruanda-
Urundi, Togoland under British administration, Togo-
land under French administration and the Cameroons
under French administration,

Noting that the Administering Authorities have not
provided in these annual reports the information re-
quested in resolution 558 (VI),

Noting, however, that the Administering Authority
of Western Samoa has declared its intention *° to ini-
tiate in 1954 consultations among the representatives of
the inhabitants leading to the establishment of a self-
governing State,

19;.2 Reaffirms resolution 558 (VI) of 18 January
2. Commends to the Administering Authorities of

the other Trust Territories the example provided by

the Administering Authority of Western gamoa in in-

viting the inhabitants themselves in 1954 to formulate

groposals for the establishment of a self-governing
tate ;

3. Regquests the Trusteeship Council to include in
its next and succeeding reports to the General As-
sembly a separate section dealing with the implementa-
tion of resolution 558 (VI) and the present resolu-
tion, specifying in particular the measures taken in
respect of :

(a) Consultations with the inhabitants of each Trust
Territory in regard to the measures taken or contem-
plated towards self-government ;

(b) The development in each Trust Territory of
representative, executive and legislative organs and
the extension of their powers;

10 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Eighth Ses-
sion, Supplement No. 4, page 64.

(¢) The development in each Trust Territory of uni-
versal adult suffrage and direct elections;

(d) The training and appointment of indigenous
persons in .each Trust Territory for positions of re-
sponsibility in the administration; . '

(e) The development of adequate public revenue;
and stating in each case its conclusions and recom-
mendations in the light of resolution 558 (VI) and the
present resolution.

471st plenary meeting,
9 December 1953.

753 (VII). Educational advancement in Trust
Territories: offers by Member States of study
and training facilities

The General Assembly,

Noting from the report 2° of the Trusteeship Coun-
cil the results to date of the project of fellowships,
scholarships and internships offered by Member States
to students from the Trust Territories pursuant to Gen-
eral Assembly resolution 557 (VI) of 18 January 1952,

Considering that the offers thus far made by Mem-
ber States relate to study and training of university
standard and that the inability of the Administering
Authorities of the Trust Territories to provide a suf-
ficient number of candidates is due in part to the gen-
erally low levels of education prevailing in the Terri-
tories and, in particular, to the inadequacy of facilities
for post-primary education, o

Considering further that the relatively small iumber
of students qualified to take up such fellowships and
scholarships requires that the most effective measures
be taken to ensure that all potential candidates be given
the opportunity to apply and that their applications
be duly considered,

1. Endorses the tribute paid by the Trusteeship
Coiincil to the generosity of those Member States which
have offered facilities, and expresses the hope that ad-
ditional offers will be forthcoming ;

2. Expresses regret that, in the absence of a suffi-

cient number of qualified candidates, only a small pro-

portion of the fellowships and scholarships offered have
been utilized;

* 3. Invites Member States, in renewing or initiating
offers of facilities, to take into account the special
needs of the Trust Territories arising from their gen-
erally low levels of education, and to contemplate the
provision of facilities not only for university study but
also for post-primary and technical education and train-
ing of kinds which may most effectively further the
political, economic, social and educational advancement
of the Territories;

4. Invites Member States offering facilities, in cases

- where the languages of instruction differ from the

languages of the Trust Territories, to consider the pos-
sibility of extending the duration of the facilities of-
fered by a preliminary period of language training and
other adjustment to the country of study or tramning;
5. Recommends that all Administering Authorities
which have not done so give the fullest publicity in the
Trust Territories under their administration to all of-

fers of study and training facilities and take such other ~
measures as will ensure that the greatest possible ad;~ .

vantage is taken of the offers;

20 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Esghth Ses:
sion, Supplement No. 4.
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6. Requests the Trusteeship Council to undertake
such amendment of its procedure for the administra-
tion of the project as may be necessary to permit ap-
plications to be made through the Secretary-General
as well as through the territorial authorities, it being
understood that upon receipt of any such applications
the Secretary-General will transmit them simultaneously
to the Administering Authorities and the offering States
concerned ;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to include in
United Nations information material prepared for dis-
semination in the Trust Territories details of all such
offers and of the procedures to be followed in sub-
mitting applications.

471st plenary meeting,
9 December 1953.

754 (VIII). Dissemination of information on the
United Nations and on the International
Trusteeship System in Trust Territories

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the opinion expressed in its resolution
556 (VI) of 18 January 1952 that it is essential that
the peoples of Trust Territories should receive adequate
information concerning the United Nations,

Observing that the existing arrangements for the

- supply of such information are based on Trusteeship

Council resplution 36 (III) of 8 July 1948, which in-
vites the Administering Authorities to furnish the Sec-
retary-General (@) with the names and addresses of
officials in the Trust Territories to whom suitable
material should be sent for information, and (b) with
suggestions as to the appropriate channels through
which information concerning the United Nations may.
be communicated to the general public,

Noting, however, from the most recent report®
submitted to the Council by the Secretary-General on
the implementation of the above-mentioned resolution,
that while the Administering Authorities have sub-
mitted lists of names and addresses in accordance with
the first part of the resolution, they have in no case
made any specific suggestions concerning the dissemina-
tion of information to the inhabitants of the Trust
Territories and to the general public,

Noting from the report that, as the Secretary-Gen-
eral had pointed out in his previous reports on the
subject, and as had been emphasized by the observa-
tions of the Visiting Missions to West Africa and to
the Pacific, which are summarized in the report, the
dissemination of information on the United Nations
to the peoples of the Trust Territories is still far from
satisfactory,

1. Expresses the opinion that-the existing arrange-
ments for the dissemination in the Trust Territories
of information on the United Nations are, in general,
inadequate and of limited effectiveness;

2. 'Invites the Administering Authorities to furnish
the Secretary-General, in accordance with Trusteeship
Council resolution 36 (III) of 8 July 1948, with
suggestions as to the appropriate channels through
which information on the United Nations and on tie
International Trusteeship System may be communicated
to the general public in the Trust Territories (e.g.,
Press, radio, non-governmental organizations, trade
unions, libraries, cultural, educational and religious in-

. stitutions, teachers, missionaries, etc.);
i 3 See document T/1073.

3. Requests the Secretary-General to initiate at
the earliest possible date, on the basis of the sugges-
tions furnished by the Administering Authorities or
his own knowledge of appropriate information chan-
nels, or by making use of both of these sources to-
gether, a direct flow of information material addressed
to the General public in the Trust Territories;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to include in his
periodic reports on this matter to the Trusteeship Coun-
cil lists of the channels of dissemination which he has
established in pursuance of the present resolution.

471st plenary meeting,
9 December 1953.

755 (VIII). Attainment of independence by the
Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italian
administration by 1960 '

The General Assembly, ‘

Taking into consideration the fact that, under Gen-
eral Assembly resolution 289 A (IV), adopted on 21
November 1949, the Trust Territory of Somaliland
under Italian administration is to attain complete in-
dependence by 1960, ’

Mindful that it is necessary for that purpose that
the people of Somaliland shall be prepared for self-
government, o

Considering that it is the duty of both the United
Nations and the Administering Authority to take the
necessary measures for the implementation of that de-
cision,

1. Notes with appreciation the efforts made by the
Administering Authority in Somaliland to fulfil the

_ obligations laid -down in the Charter and in the Trus-..

teeship Agreement;

2. Recommends that the Administering Authority,
in consultation with the Advisory Council, should con-
tinue to take the necessary steps to prepare the Somali
people progressively for the attainment of complete
independence, and to that end: :

(¢) The Territorial Council should be granted the
powers of a legislative organ and its members should
be elected by the people on the basis of universal adult
suffrage; _

(b) The administration of Somaliland should be
progressively transferred to the indigenous inhabitants
as a necessary preliminary to its assumption of inde-
pendence ;

(¢) A general economic plan for the Territory should
be completed without delay, taking into account the
recommendations ?* of the United Nations Technical

* Assistance Mission to the Trust Territory of Semali-

land under Italian administration, particular attention
being paid to methods for developing basic economic
resources such as agriculture and stock-breeding, and
to possibilities for improving and expanding existing
industries ;

(d) Efforts should be made to increase the revenue
in order to balance the budget as soon as possible, and
to that effect expenditures for military and police
forces should be reduced to the indispensable minimum ;

(¢) Use of technical assistance facilities provided by
the United Nations and the specialized agencies to as-
sist in economic development and the improvement of
social and educational conditions in the Territory should
be encouraged;

H’; See United Nations Publication, Sales Number: 1953.IL
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(f) Efforts should be intensified to increase the
number and improve the quality of public elementary
and secondary schools; training for indigenous teachers
should be expedited; a mass education programme
should be instituted; attention should be devoted to
vocational training, particularly in agricultural and vet-
erinary science ; and facilities for further studies should
be expanded by granting an adequate number of schol-
arships to enable Somalis to take advanced training
courses abroad; .

(g9) Review should be continued of all special legis-
lation relating to Somaliland which was enacted prior
to the trusteeship administration and which is still in
effect, with a view to revising legislation found to be
inconsistent with the letter or the spirit of the Trus-
teeship Agreement;

3. Recommends also to the Governments of Italy
and Ethiopia that they should intensify their efforts to

achieve a final, just, equitable and friendly settlement

of the question of the frontier between the State of
Ethiopia and the Trust Territory of Somaliland in
order that this problem may be finally settled before
the date appointed for the attainment of independence
by Somaliland;

4. Requests the Advisory Council, in its annual re-
port, to give precise information on the implementation
of the present resolution, together with its observa-
tions, comments or suggestions as to the means of
carrying out the recommendations contained in the
resolution.

AZLst plenary meeting,
9 December 1953.

756 (VII). Report of the Trusteeship Council

The General Assembly,

1. Takes note of the report®® of the Trusteeship
Council covering the period from 4 December 1952 to
21 July 1953;

2. Recommends that the Trusteeship Council, in its
future deliberations, take into account the comments
and suggestions made in the course of the discussion
of the report of the Council at the eighth session of
the General Assembly.

471st plenary meeting,
9 December 1953.

757 (VIII). Petitions from the Ngoa-Ekélé Com-
munity, Cameroons under French administra-
tion, concerning adjustment of their land
complaint ,

The General Assembly,

Having heard the declaration ** and answers ?® of
the representative of the Ngoa-Ekélé Community,
Camercons under French administration,

Bearing in mind the observations and explanations *¢
given by the Administering Authority,

1. Notes the steps already taken by the Administer-
ing Authority to assist the Ngoa-Ekélé Community to
settle on other lands;

2. Suggests to the Administering Authority to take
all necessary steps which can in a satisfactory manner

28 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Eighth

~. Session, Supplement No. 4

24 See document A/C.4/255.

26 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Eighth Ses-
:ie;:,n{-zzunh Commitiee, 382nd and 387th meetings.
14.

alleviate the difficulties experienced by the Ngoa-Ekélé
Community in the process of their re-establishment ;

3. Recommends that assistance be also giyen by the
Administering Authority to the Ngoa-Ekeélé Commu-
nity for it to avail itself of whatever legal recourse
remains open in connexion with the lands on which they
were originally settled and whatever further compen-
sation might be possible;

4. Recommends to the Administering Authority to
further its purpose of allotting to the Ngoa-Ekélé
Community an adequate area of lands by delimiting
these lands in accordance with the legal procedures ob-
taining in the Trust Territory;

5. Invites the Trusteeship Council to examine this
question in the light of the present resolution and to
include in its next report to the General Assembly
the results of its examination.

471st plenary meeting,
9 December 1953.

758 (VIII). Hearing of petitioners from the
Trust Territory of the Cameroons under
French administration

The General Assembly,

Considering that the Trusteeship Council has not yet
considered the problems concerning the Trust Ter-
ritory of the Cameroons under French administration,
which are referred to in resolution 655 (VII) adopted
by the General Assembly on 21 December 1952,

Bearing in> mind that the Council has stated in itswr 4
report ?* that it will consider this matter at its next

regular session, .
Having again heard representatives of the organiza-
tions of the Camercons under French administration,®
1. Reaffirms resolution 655 (VII) adopted on 21
December 1952;

2. Recommends to the Trusteeship Council to give
preferential attention to this matter at its next regular
session ;

3. Also recommends to the Council that, in consider-
ing this matter, it should also take into considera-
tion the statements of the petitioners and the comments
made by the members of the Fourth Committee at the
current session of the General Assembly; and that it
should include a special study of this matter in its
report to the General Assembly for consideration at
the ninth session. )

471st plenary meeting,
9 December 1953.

* k%

NOTE

ELECTION OF TWO MEMBERS TO THE COMMITTEE ON
INFORMATION FROM NON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRI-
TORIES
In accordance with the terms of resolutions §32 av

and 646 (VI1), the Fourth Committee, at 1ts 395t

meeting on 7 December 1953, elected, on behalf of the

General Assembly, two members to the Committee on

Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories to

fill the vacancies created by the expiration of the terms -

of office of Cuba and Pakistan.
The States elected were : BurMA and GUATEMALA.

27 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Eighth Ses-

sion, Supplement No. 4. .
28 I b, .f‘Fourth Committee, 388th, 393rd and 394th meetngs.
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