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Dear Samator Nurrey:

I am concsrned over davelopmsnts wvhich have arisen during the
hearings before tha Sub-ccamitiss of the Committes on Interior and
Insular Affairs on Alaska and Hawvaii Statehood, According to the
transeript of tho hearings on February 22, Semator Jackson has
construsd ay letter to you of February 4, 1955 as indicating that
iy 1a going to hurt our foreign palicy if we do not make it (Alaske)
a state,”

.In my letter of Pebruary 4, 1955 I atated that granting state-
hood to Alaska and Havail ®would serve to support American foreign
poliay and strengthen the position of the United States in inter-
national velations.® It 1s not correct to infer that the corellary
Senator Jackson would draw ie true,

The matter was covered by ths President in his State of the
Union message when be saide “As the complex problems of Alaska are
resolved, that Territory should be expected to achieve statehood,

In the meantime, there is mo justification for deferring the admisesion .
%o statehood of Hawaid, I again urge approval of this measure,®
Pron the foreign affairs standpoint, the questicn of vhen a
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p'»tor dogroo of solt‘-mmnt 1. glvon 1a not so hponant as the
tgof. that a peat degree of ulr-gmrmunt exists and that ulti.mtaly
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The Honorable
Japes B, Murray,
Chairwman, Oommittese om Interior
and Insular Affairs,
United States Senate,
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the two Territorics should be oxpected to achleve statehcod. As

4ndicated by the Departuent of State representative in testimony

before the Committes on Imterior and Insular Affairs of the House of

Repreesntatives on Pebruary ‘8, 4% s for the Congress and the Preaident

to decids if and when thepe two Territories should become states,
Sineerely yours,

fhruston B, Morton
Assigtant Secretary

. B1GOCray
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